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 STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF MCDOWELL COUNTY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

ADJOURNED SESSION – AUGUST 4, 2014

ASSEMBLY


The McDowell County Board of Commissioners met in special adjourned session on Monday, August 4, 2014, at 11:30 a.m., Commission Board Room of the County Administration Building, 60 East Court Street, Marion, North Carolina.

MEMBERS PRESENT


Van Randy Hollifield, Chairman; Joseph R. Kaylor, Vice-Chairman; and Barry McPeters.

OTHERS PRESENT


Charles R. Abernathy, County Manager; Ashley Wooten, Deputy Clerk to the Board; Sheriff Dudley Greene; Chief Deputy Ricky Buchanan; Lisa Sprouse, DSS Director; Genny Pugh, Smoky Mountain Mental Health; Brian Ingraham, CEO of Smoky Mountain Center; Christina Carter; COO of Smoky Mountain Center; Mike Conley, Reporter for The McDowell News.

CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS

Commissioner Hollifield called the meeting to order.  He asked everyone present to introduce himself or herself. 

MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS CENTER DISCUSSION

The County Manager presented a brief overview of the discussion that has taken place up to this point concerning the Mental Health Crisis Center to be built in Caldwell County.


Mr. Ingraham presented the need for the crisis center.  He stated that the treatment center would meet a need for individuals that need focused care for a short amount of time.  He said that it would allow for more focused attention than what local hospitals are able to provide.


A discussion of the type of care offered at the facility followed.


Ms. Pugh provided an update on the Caldwell facility including the location, size, and so forth.  Additional planning will continue later in August with Caldwell County, RHA, and Smoky Mountain.  She did add that RHA is looking to expand its walk-in clinic in McDowell County, which would further reduce the burden on local health offices and law enforcement.


Sheriff Greene spoke about the need he sees for additional treatment options in order to reduce the workload on his department.  He noted that Smoky Mountain had taken additional steps in the last several years to improve the options for clients, which he said had helped his department.


Commissioner Walker asked if a deputy would be needed to remain with patients at the crisis center.  Ms. Pugh stated that only if a person was under an involuntary commitment would a deputy required to be present.


Ms. Pugh and Mr. Ingraham reiterated that their goal was to get clients to the appropriate facility in order to focus resources where they are needed.


Ms. Pugh stated that there were 23 crisis centers in North Carolina and there were 2 in the Smoky Mountain area.  She stated that there were no currently no centers specifically for children.


Mr. Abernathy stated that the former Holly Hills facility in Nebo could be made available for children if the need is identified.  


Sheriff Greene expressed concerns about the time needed for deputies at the center.  Ms. Pugh stated that the goal would be for law enforcement to be able to leave the facility within 20 minutes of arrival.


A discussion of the funding for capital and operational followed.  Ms. Pugh stated that the capital funding has been taken care of through the grant and other available funds.  She stated that Smoky Mountain would cover the operational cost through the organizations funds.


The Board voiced support for moving forward with the crisis center.


Commissioner Lavender expressed his desire for Smoky Mountain to look at treatment options for children.  


Commissioner Walker asked that Mr. Ingraham and Commissioner Lavender share communications involving the Foothills Services, Inc. funds to the Board of Commissioners.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to transact at this time, upon motion by Commissioner Lavender to adjourn and a second by Commissioner Kaylor, the meeting was adjourned.
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